Strategy instruction
Strategy instruction is explicit instruction on how to use learning strategies. Learning strategies, also
known as study skills, are strategies students use to accomplish a learning activity or task. When
strategy instruction is used, teachers explain how to do a task, along with what activity needs to be
completed.
o

o

Types of learning strategies
o

Metacognitive strategies

o

Cognitive strategies

Metacognitive strategies are strategies that help students think about their own learning.
When these strategies are used, students can become aware of how they learn.
o

Self-Monitoring – Evaluating and monitoring one’s own learning and comprehension
o

RCRC (Read, cover, retell, check) RCRC is a reading comprehension strategy in
which students constantly question themselves about what they are reading.
The first R stands for read; the student first reads a small part of the material.
The first C stands for cover; the student covers the material they just read. The
next R stands for retell, students retell what they just read. The final C stands
for check. The student checks to see if they retold the information correctly.
A teacher could use this strategy with any reading material to check reading
comprehension and clarify any areas of confusion.

o

Planning- Using text features to aid in comprehension and preview materials

o

TP structures (Textbook structure, Paragraph structure) First the student looks
at the textbook structures. These include looking at the chapter headings,
captions under pictures, graphs and the index. Next, the student looks at the
paragraph structures. This includes keywords, definitions, topic sentences or
any other relevant information included in paragraphs. This strategy is useful for
reading nonfiction texts. When using this strategy a teacher could pair it with a
graphic organizer to organize information found.

o

Selective attention- Focusing on key concepts and words
o

TELLS (Title, examine, look, look up, setting)
Title: the student looks for clues about the story in the title.
Examine: The student examines the story for clues in either pictures or text.
Look: The student looks at important pictures or words.
Look up: The student looks up words that they might not know.
Setting: The student identifies the setting of the story.
A teacher may use the TELLS strategy for students when they are previewing a
text, as well as during the reading of the text.

o

Cognitive strategies are strategies that help students solve problems and manipulate tasks.
o

Imagery- using visuals
§

Visual comparison
Using mental pictures or drawn imagines to aid in memory or help represent
and compare textual materials. An example of this strategy could include telling
students that a blue whale is as long as two school buses. Giving students this

visual comparison helps aid in comprehension of how large a whale is by
comparing it with an already known object, the school bus
o

Classifying- grouping concepts together
§

Concept Sort
A concept sort aids students in improving vocabulary by finding and categorizing
words based on similarities. Teachers can use this for a variety of topics to link
concepts to each other. An example of this could look like:

o

Reptiles

Insects

Rattlesnake

ladybug

Chameleon

Honeybee

Activating Prior Knowledge- Connecting new information with personal experiences or
previously learned material
§

Graffiti wall
Various topics are written on large sheets of paper that are then posted around
the room. Using this shared writing space, students write comments and
questions about the topic on the papers. When reading a story, students can
also use the graffiti walls to write down important parts or words that they want
to discuss later.
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